
Guide to Window Types
You might be surprised by how many types of windows there are — and how important it can be 

to choose the right one. Explore our guide to different kinds of windows, types of latches and 
recommendations on which windows work best in specific situations.
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Romans first used glass in windows circa 100 A.D. in 
Alexandria. Since then, windows have evolved into turning, 
twisting, sliding, weather-proof, clever masterpieces that come 
in styles limited only by human imagination.

As you consider which windows may work best for your 
home, this guide introduces you to different types of windows 
available and shows you how important it is to choose the right 
windows for your home improvement project.

Windows with Sliding Sashes
Popular in residential applications, these windows don’t 
completely open because the sashes stay in the frame. They fit 
almost anywhere and don’t require any extra space to swing 
or tilt open, which allows for easy screen and storm-window 
installation. They can be horizontally or vertically oriented, with 
the latter requiring counterbalancing, friction or stops to keep 
the sash from falling.

Single-hung windows. The top sash is fixed, and the 
bottom sash moves freely up and down — a simple solution 
for portrait windows.
Double-hung windows. Both the top and bottom sashes are 
movable vertically, which lets you have openings at the top, 
the bottom or both.
Sliding windows. With one, two or more movable sashes 
and often combined with large, unmovable panels, these are 
great for landscape windows.

Windows with Swinging and Tilting 
Sashes
Casement windows are another popular option. They let in the 
breeze but seal up tight, and they don’t have any framing or 
hardware blocking your view to the outside. Newer versions of 
these windows use cranks to open, facilitating the addition of 
screens, while older versions are manually pushed open, pulled 
closed or propped up.

Casement windows. The most typical of these swing 
horizontally out into the open with hinges on the side. This 
can direct the wind inside or block it. Be aware of this factor 
when installing.
Awning windows. These are casement windows that open 
out and up with hinges at the top, creating their own little 
awnings when open and blocking most precipitation. 
Awning windows open easily from below via cranks and are 
often placed high in bedrooms and bathrooms to provide 
ventilation as well as privacy. These are sometimes used for 
skylights.
Hopper windows. Like an awning window flipped 
completely around, hopper windows are hinged at the 
bottom and open inward. Great in basements and high 
spots, these windows offer superior ventilation and fit in 
tighter spots than other casement windows because they 
open inward, which also allows exterior screens or security 
bars. They also make great above-the-door or transom 
windows.
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Fixed Windows
The most straightforward option, fixed windows only let in the 
view.

Architectural shapes. These fixed windows accentuate the 
architectural features of your home and can be great for 
opening up a room visually and letting in the light. Circle-
tops, triangles, trapezoids, octagons and more shapes are 
possible.
Picture windows. These large fixed panes are often 
accompanied by windows that can open and provide a great 
view.
Multi-lit windows. A window that has many glazings 
separated by muntins in one frame for architectural design 
or aesthetic reasons is referred to as a multi-lit window.
Skylights. When a breeze isn’t necessary, but it would be 
nice to have natural light, a fixed skylight is just the ticket. 
Opaque skylights that bulge out are sometimes call roof 
lanterns.

Combinations and Hybrid Windows
By mixing and matching types of windows separated by 
mullions, functional and aesthetic combinations are created. 
By also varying window parts, versatility and functionality 
can be achieved.

Bay windows. Bay windows typically consist of a picture 
window with a double-hung or casement window on each 
side at an angle. These protrude slightly from your home, 
so they add more than just the feel of extra space to a 
room. More ornate and multi-framed versions are known 
as oriel windows.
Bow windows. Bow windows sometimes protrude like 
bay windows and other times follow a gently curving wall. 
The windows are usually the same size and functional, and 
there are typically four or more, unlike with bay windows.
Garden windows. Like sticking a small green house to 
the side of your home, garden windows are typically a 
combination of fixed and casement windows optimized 
for a small herb garden.
Tilt-and-slide windows. These windows have sashes 
that can tilt or swing open and then slide to open more 
completely, or just slide like single- or double-hung 
windows or sliding windows. Think of them as highly-
functional, swing-open windows on a sliding track.
Tilt-and-turn windows. These windows can tilt like 
awning or hopper windows, or they can swing open like a 
typical casement window.
Jalousie windows. Also called louvered windows, these 
windows look like large Venetian blinds made of glass. 
The parallel slats of glass can be rotated to open or close. 
They aren’t great for stopping drafts, so they’re found 
mostly in tropical areas.

There is a window for every application, and your contractor 
can help you find the windows to best suit your home and 
lifestyle.

Window Styles  • http://www.doorandwindow.com  • http://www.doorandwindow.com/windows/styles/  •  Door&Window.com
Soft-Lite Gorell 5300G Series Vinyl Tilt N’ Slide Windows  • http://www.gorell.com  • http://www.gorell.com/pages/5300_tilt_sliding.htm  • Gorell
Tilt n Turn Windows  • http://www.bravowindowsanddoors.com  • http://www.bravowindowsanddoors.com/index.php?p=Tilt_and_Turn_Windows&display=conten
t&catid=67  • Bravo Windows and Doors


